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Jetf Capaccio grew up in an Italian-speaking
household and took frequent family trips to his
parents’ native Italy. Though he spoke the
language well enough, Capaccio wanted to further
his proficiency in Italian; in college, he enrolled in
Italian classes during all four years to fine-tune his
writing and grammar skills.

After law school and establishing a successful
legal career, Capaccio’s hard work is paying off. As a
lawyer, he has taken on a vast clientele of Italian and
Italian American businessmen and has built a repu-
tation for being the top legal liaison for Italian
natives in San Francisco.

Capaccio uses his Italian in many aspects of his
profession: writing letters in Italian, ensuring that
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critical information does not get lost in translation,
assisting American clients with foreign counsel in
Italy, clarifying the legal process and litigation, and
helping Italian technology companies establish
themselves in Silicon Valley.

The attorney has also used his cultural ties to
strengthen the Italian American community in the
Bay area. In 2004, Capaccio launched the Silicon
Valley Italian Executive Council (SVIEC) to bring
together top Italian and Italian American execu-
tives in the high-tech, biotech and venture capital
fields. Every year, Capaccio hosts a Silicon Valley
Study Tour for 10-15 engineering and business
graduates from Italian universities, allowing them to
learn from some of Silicon Valley’s industry leaders.

Capaccio began his relationship with NIAF as a
student intern in Washington, D.C., during the
Foundation’s early days; he currently serves as a
Member of the Board of Directors and is NIAF’s Far
West Regional Vice President. A
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