
 
 
Frank R. Nero, president and CEO of The Beacon Council, received the Foundation’s 
Special Award for Public Service at the National Italian American Foundation (NIAF) 
Ambassador’s Ball.  
  
Thomas Cornish, CEO of Seitlin & Co., Florida’s largest independent insurance agency 
and consultancy, and past chairman of The Beacon Council, presented the award to Nero.   
  
“Frank Nero’s leadership on The Beacon Council creates an invaluable source of 
growth and economic development for Miami-Dade County and our entire region.  
In giving this award, NIAF is pleased to celebrate his major contributions to the 
community,” Arthur J. Furia, Esq., NIAF regional vice president for the Southeast, 
said.   
  
Nero has served on The Beacon Council since 1996. Through his leadership, the Council 
has been recognized as one of the only 26 accredited economic development 
organizations by the International Economic Development Council.  He is a founding 
member of the InternetCoast, a South Florida organization dedicated to promoting the 
region’s Information Technology and Telecommunications assets.  Nero also works to 
attract new job creating investments, and help existing businesses in the community 
grow.  Since 1996, The Beacon Council has announced 402 new location and expansion 
projects that created 30,447 new direct jobs, absorbed over 15.5 million new square feet 
of commercial office space, and brought $1.8 billion in new capital investment to Miami-
Dade County.   
  
His career began when he served on the City Council in his hometown of North 
Plainfield, New Jersey. Nero then became the town’s mayor, the youngest in the United 
States at age 22.  In 1977, He was selected as the regional representative of the U.S. 
Department of Labor including New York, New Jersey, Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. During his term, he was appointed by President Jimmy Carter as chairman of the 
Federal Regional Council, which coordinated the efforts of 19 federal domestic agencies.    
  
In 1991, Nero moved from New Brunswick, N.J. to Jacksonville, Fla., where he served as 
Deputy Mayor for Economic Development.  He serves on the board of directors of the 
Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau, the Greater Miami Chamber of 
Commerce, and Enterprise Florida’s Stakeholders Council.  Nero has also received South 
Florida Business Journal’s “Ultimate CEOs” award and been recognized as South Florida 
CEO’s “Top 100 Business Leaders.”  He holds a master’s degree from Seton Hall 
University and a bachelor’s degree from Kean College, both in history.  
  


